


REGULAR MEETING
						DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
						DARLINGTON, SC
.
Date: August 19, 2026

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of Darlington County was held on 
August 19, 2026, at 4 p.m., at the Courthouse Annex/EMS Building, 1625 Harry Byrd Highway (Highway 151), Darlington, South Carolina.
 
Notice of Meeting
	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda providing the date, time, and place of the meeting was emailed to the local newspapers, persons requesting notification, and posted on the county’s website and on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Darlington County Government Building located at 1 Public Square in Darlington, SC.

Planning Commission Members Present
Robert “Bob” Puechl, Antionette Muldrow, Erica Bacote, Kevin Brown, Samuel Evans, Jr., and Frankie Jernigan.
Planning Commission Members Absent
Wesley “Wes” Woodard 	
	
Also Present
County Administrator Charles Stewart, Attorney James Teal, Development Services Director Terri Cribb, and Development Services Deputy Director Mary Tunstall.

Reporter’s Present
	None

Call To Order / Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance
	The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Puechl and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Citizens' Comments
	There were no Citizen’s Comments.  

Personal Appearances
	There were no Personal Appearances.




Approval Of Minutes – Minutes of Regular Meeting, June 17, 2026

	MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve the Minutes of July 22, 2026, Regular Meeting and seconded by Frankie Jernigan. The motion passed unanimously.
	MOTION made by Kevin Brown and seconded by Antionette Muldrow to approve the amended minutes for May 20, 2026, and June 17, 2026. The motion passed unanimously.

Approval Of Agenda – Agenda for Regular Meeting, July 22, 2026

	MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve the Agenda for July 22, 2026, Regular Meeting and seconded by Erica Bacote. The motion passed unanimously.

Communication Tower Approval 
	There were no Communication Tower Approvals.
   
Preliminary Approval
	There were no Preliminary Approvals.
   
Final Approval 
	There were no Final Approvals.

Approval of Subdivisions Along Public Access
	There were no Approval of Subdivisions Along Public Access

Variance

A variance was requested to subdivide one lot into three (tax map #168-00-03-012) on  
Sugar Creek Circle. This lot was previously approved to be subdivided into four lots.
	MOTION made by Kevin Brown and seconded by Sam Evans to approve the variance request to subdivide tax map #168-00-03-002 into three lots. The motion passed unanimously.
	
Site Development
There was no Site Development.

Old Business
There was no Old Business.

New Business
New public buildings:
	Motion made by Kevin Brown and seconded by Erica Bacote to approve compatibility with the county comprehensive plan of a new classroom building at Thomas Hart Academy. Motion passed unanimously.
	Motion made by Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Antionette Muldrow to approve compatibility with the county comprehensive plan of a new youth building at Kelleytown Baptist. Motion passed unanimously. 
	Motion made by Kevin Brown and seconded by Erica Bacote to approve compatibility with the county comprehensive plan of a new bridal shop on Cherrywood Road. Motion passed unanimously. 
	Motion made by Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Erica Bacote to approve immediate recommended changes to the Development Standards Ordinance, Article 19, concerning renewable energy systems. 
· Proposed ordinance changes include:
· Increasing the setback for solar panels from 50 feet to 100 feet from property boundaries.
· Increasing the setback from residential structures from 200 feet to 600 feet.
· Requiring a continuous buffer that reaches a minimum height within three years.
· Requiring a decommissioning bond of $50,000 or 125% of the estimated cost, whichever is greater, without considering salvage value.
The commission will also conduct in-depth research over the next 6-9 months for more permanent recommendations. The motion passed unanimously.
Staff Reports
	A letter of appreciation to Paula Newton was presented by staff to the commission. It was requested that the letter be from all the commissioners, not just the chairman. Staff will present a new letter at the next meeting.

Requests / Comments – Planning Commissioners 
	Kevin Brown requested that a letter of appreciation and a plaque be presented to former commissioner Chad White for his 13 years of service to the commission. All commissioners agreed to honor Chad White with a letter of appreciation and plaque. Staff will arrange for the letter and plaque.






Adjournment
	
MOTION made by Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Kevin Brown to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

					
				Respectfully Submitted,

				_____________________________________________
				Mary Tunstall, Development Services Deputy Director

				_____________________________________________
				Chairman, Darlington County Planning Commission
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